Lezignan, Leucatc palpitation in the chest and abdomen, which was relieved only by the horizontal posture, then with great weakness, and tendency to faint, and subsequently with emaciation and general dropsy. The palpitation was so violent and constant as at first to appear connected with organic derangement; but the relief obtained from the horizontal posture, the absence of cough and dyspncea before the dropsy commenced, and the regularity of the pulse, led Dr Neumann to conceive that the disorder of the heart was merely functional. Accordingly, although the patient had been ill for a twelvemonth, the irregularity of the heart's action was soon subdued by the employment of digitalis and cherry-laurelwater; and the tendency to faint and anxiety at the same time disappeared. The dropsy, however, continued much longer; but at length it slowly receded under the use of the Arnica combined with Soap. Legai, Medicine. Poisoning with Monkshood?-{Journal de Chine. Med. Juillet, 1827-)?A family in the neighbourhood of Lille were poisoned by this plant, in consequence of its roots having been mistaken for those of the Ligusticun livisticum, a species of Lovage. A.n old woman had been in the frequent custom of drinking a tincture of the latter plant as a cordial and remedy for pectoral ailments, and usually prepared it herself. One day her complaint being more troublesome than usual, she took an ounce before supper, another after it, and half an ounce more at midnight. She died in the course of the night. Not long afterwards three individuals in the family drank each of them an ounce of the old woman's cordial which she left behind her.
They were all taken ill in the course of half an hour. One of them had inexpressible anguish, and sense of burning in the throat and stomach, vomiting, purging, tenderness of the epigastrium and colic, afterwards delirium, manifesting itself in loud cries and violent running; but emetics and emollient drinks calmed his sufferings, and in two days he recovered. Another man of weaker habit of body began to stagger, and appeared intoxicated, then was seized with violent vomiting, purging, and acute colic pains; and he died in two hours. The third, a young female, complained of a sense of burning and enlargement of the tongue, and then of burning along the gullet down to the abdomen; she was soon after attacked with shivering, swelling of the face, vomiting, purging, and violent colic, and she died in a state of great agitation two hours and a half after drinking the cordial. The bodies were examined, and the only appearance of note was great redness of the inner membrane of the stomach and small intestines. A medico-legal examination having been ordered, M. Degland, physician at Lille, discovered that the tincture had been made of the fresh roots of the Aconitum napellus. and as it appears to meet your approbation, as well as that of many of my Edinburgh medical friends, I beg that you will obtain for it a place in the Medical Journal, in order that it may become more extensively known.
Most officers placed in a situation similar to myself will speedily recognize in it a much more applicable assistant in difficult chest cases than the stethoscope ; for by the simple process in which this plan consists they can ascertain at once whether the.respiratory organ labours under any diminution of its capacity by the formation of vomica, or from the deposition or infiltration of tubercular matter, coagulable lymph, hepatization, or matter between the pleura costalis and pulmonalis; it likewise detects any morbid irritability of the bronchial tubes which gives rise to dyspnoea. When the deaths from phthisis among the troops, and the numerous cases of young and well-looking phthisical subjects, who daily present themselves for admission into the service are considered, and the difficulties which the most experienced medical officers often meet with in ascertaining precisely the state of their lungs, it must be allowed that any plan which would obviate the difficulty would prove highly useful to the military and naval service. Most of my professional friends to whom I have mentioned the plan are of opinion, that, in exploring the chest in the incipient states of tubercular phthisis, and in plcuritis with effusion, it cannot fail to prove of great utility to medical men. In the latter of these diseases it readily detects the progress of absorption of the fluid, and is not liable to the objections which are raised against the stethoscope, on the grounds of delicacy, or exposure to the surrounding atmosphere. In many instances the diagnoses formed from this plan were corroborated by the stethoscope, percussion, or immediate auscultation, as well as by the confession of the individuals, after their hopes of entering the service were destroyed. The patient, after being examined for external causes of disqualification, is desired to inspirefully, and during the following expiration to count as far as he can slowly and audibly, without allowing himself to take another inspiration. The number of seconds he is enabled to continue counting in the expiration is noted by a watch with a second hand : this time will be found to increase in proportion to the integrity of the lungs. In confirmed phthisis the time of counting never exceeds eight, frequently falls under six or seven seconds; in pleuritis and pneumonia it seldom lasts for more than nine, and frequently falls as low as six and four; in hepatization it ranges in proportion to the extent of disease from eight to fourteen. In a young man, stronglooking and healthy, discovered to have dyspnoea, with a slight tinge of lip and ear and also in an asthmatic patient during the absence of the fit, although a healthy! looking young man, it did not exceed ten. In a perfect inspiration, with apparent, ly sound lungs, the individual counts from twenty.five to thirty seconds during the expiration. After 
